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SECTION A (READING :20 marks)
1 Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow :

1. Prema was eight when a stove on which she was making coffee burst and the flames leapt
up to swallow her face. Prema was a beautiful child with dark almond eyes and chiseled
features. But on that fateful day in 1965, within seconds, her face had melted into a mass
of flesh.

2. Prema was admitted to Christian Medical College Hospital (CMCH), Vellore, with 50 per
cent burns. Seeing her first-born battle for life, Rosie made a pact with God. "If you save
my child, | vow to dedicate her to the service of your people. | will make her a doctor and
work in this same hospital," she prayed.

3. Prema survived. Dr L B M Joseph, renowned surgeon, painstakingly reconstructed every
inch of Prema's face. "It was excruciatingly painful," recollects Prema. "I used to be angry
with the doctors all the time." After six months in the hospital, Prema returned to Bangalore
to resume school. Her scarred face attracted attention; it baffled, confused and
embarrassed people. School was never the same again. Prema completed high school
privately.

4. "My family had hidden all the mirrors in the house. Only after a year | happened to catch a
reflection of my face in a mirror. | cried. | was angry. | threw tantrums. My mother waited
patiently for my tears to dry." Then she told Prema, "This is your face and you will have to
live with it. No one can change that. But what you do with your life is in your hands and
only you can change it." It was a hard lesson to learn. And it took her long time to grasp its
meaning.

5. "l barely scraped through my Class 10 exams," Prema reminisces. "But the fact that |
cleared my exams gave me immense confidence." Between 1965 and 1971 Prema
underwent 14 surgeries reconstructive surgeries before she put an end to it. "It was time
for me to concentrate on other things in life." Prema obtained her MBBS degree in 1980,
and went to work at CMCH, Vellore, thus fulfilling her mother's promise to God. She
specialized in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery.

Prema agrees that bitterness and anger were a part of her life for a long time.

"My mother taught me how to channelize my negative emotions in a positive manner."
Today, Prema's only regret in life is that her mother is not alive to witness her success in
life. "She would have been happy and proud." However, today those dark days are behind
her. She has made peace with her Creator and is thankful for the way her life has turned
out to be. "If not for my accident | wouldn't have achieved so much in life. | have got more
than | bargained for. | never thought that | could reach far in life with my face.

8. Prema’s advice to all those who fell defeated in life. Stop comparing yourself with others.
Be willing to face reality and move on in life. Develop a cheerful attitude. Be humble and
trust in God. Then sit back and enjoy life.

&

Page 1 0of4












